Regarding Membership Increase

  There has been some concern regarding the increase of the National Association of Air Medical Communication Specialists (NAACS) membership fees.  This amount went from $30.00 to $35.00 to help benefit the whole organization, both individuals and programs.  This organization is growing in numbers and so is the cost to continue doing so.  This decision was made unanimously by the NAACS Board of Directors according to the following NAACS Bylaw and did not necessitate a vote by the general membership.
ARTICLE II: Membership

QUALIFICATIONS:  Membership will be granted to any individual person or corporation that supports the mission and values of the association, pays dues set by the Board of Directors, and / or is responsible for providing communication and flight following for the air / ground medical transport of ill and injured patients.
  We, as your Board, spent many hours going over what would be in the best interest for you. 

We looked at the other “Associations” and their cost, here is what we found:

· Pilots-$45.00 per year

· Paramedics- $70.00 per year

· Nurses- $90.00 per year

  With the increasing cost of running this organization, we felt this was a fair, minimal increase. You may ask how this benefits you as an individual.  This increase will continue allowing you education opportunities at a discounted rate not just for NAACS courses, but also at the Air Medical Transport Conference (AMTC) each year.
The increase for the program membership; however, was higher which will now allow the program to purchase slots. 
  Here is an example: A program has 80 employees, so they buy 80 slots. Over the year they have 5 people leave. The program can now put the replacement employees in the vacated slots where the others had been rather than having to purchase another slot all together.  This new system will allow a program that pays for the program membership instead of each employee separately to budget for this as their invoice will come to them every year at the same time for the same number of slots rather than receiving an invoice every time they hire new communicators.
  I hope this has helped answer any questions or concerns that you may have had regarding this issue.  If you have any other questions or concerns, please contact myself or Andrea Bianichini.
Fly Safe,

Cindy
